DRAFT MINUTES of the Annual Parish Meeting of the Badsworth Parish held on 14 April 2021 at 7pm remotely on zoom.
Present:  Cllr Peter Smith – Chairman of Badsworth Parish Council
	    Mrs Karen Canadine – Locum Clerk, Badsworth Parish Council
	    9 members of the public
Chairman Announcement
The chairman expressed sadness upon the death of HRH Duke of Edinburgh and invited those present to observe a one-minute silence in his memory.
The chairman thanked everyone for observing the silence and progressed the meeting.
1. Welcome by Chairman
The chairman welcomed everyone to the 2021 Annual Parish Meeting for the Badsworth parish. He advised that Cllr Jeffrey, Leader of Wakefield Council had been invited to attend but was unable to attend due to the pre-election period. She had indicated that she would be willing to attend a future meeting of the parish council.

It’s good to see so many residents here tonight, so thank you for taking the time to join us. I’m Peter Smith, Chairman of Parish Council and I’d also like to introduce Karen Canadine, who is Parish Council’s locum Clerk. Karen will be making brief notes and hopefully looking after the technology for this meeting
2. Chairman’s annual report

Just a reminder that this is not a Parish Council meeting, rather a meeting for Badsworth parishioners, so I’ll give a brief report and then there will be an opportunity for you to ask questions or make comment, so if you want to speak, please wait until then.
The last 12 months have been extremely challenging for everyone but tonight I thought I would focus on the positives and tell you what we as a Village have been doing and also what we hope to do moving forward.
After a bit of a delay, we were able to gain permission from Diocese to place the defibrillator in the porch area of St. Mary’s Church and it has now been operational for a few months.
Lights were again placed on the yew tree in the Churchyard and it has become an established focal point for the community both over the Christmas period and at other times of the year. Due to the size of the tree, planning permission has been sought to carry out some formative pruning and this has now been obtained. The Parochial Church Council are currently seeking approval from Diocese for this work to be carried out and I anticipate this will soon be in place. The lights will then be removed, tree pruned and the tree re-dressed later in the year and let us all hope that by that stage, we can all enjoy a more traditional Christmas celebration.
New floodlights were supplied and fitted adjacent to the public footpath that runs through the Churchyard and a donation was made towards running costs.
In response to village wide concern about speeding vehicle, it was agreed to buy in Police resources to target offenders and this initiative has now been running for a few months. It has met with a favourable response from residents but clearly this can only be a short-term measure until more sustainable and effective arrangements can be put in place – a little more on that later.
An organised litter pick took place around the village a few weeks ago and it was pleasing to see a good number of residents taking part. Our thanks to Wakefield Council Street scene who supplied litter pickers and bags etc and also collected the rubbish afterwards. This supplemented the ongoing work of a number of residents who litter pick in the village throughout the year, so a big thank you to them as well.
Recently there has been an Easter Hunt for the younger members of the village, which was a great success. Around 40 children took part and from the photographs I’ve seen, it looks as though they had a great time.
There was a change of editor for the Village Newsletter mid-way through the year as a result of the previous editor leaving the village but the changeover has been seamless and the bi-monthly publication has gone from strength to strength. It is a great platform for organisations to communicate with residents in addition to those who wish to share cake recipes and I think it’s fair to say that everybody looks forward to the next edition. Additionally, the editor also looks after the village website and the village Facebook page both of which have good levels of support.
A number of residents continue to look after planters, verges and flower beds across the village and keep them looking at their best and that has certainly helped to lift sprits over the last 12 months. Perhaps a group could be formed of interested residents to take that task forward?
So, for everybody who has been involved in all of these activities, I’d just like to say you’ve done a great job and well done from all of us.
So going forward, we are going to create a wildflower area in th filed margin adjacent to Grove Lave. The project was on hold from last year but we will press ahead with it in this next week or two. The strip of land is 170 metres long by about 2.5 metres wide and a group of residents will sow the area with an annual flower mix which will hopefully look spectacular later in the year. The farmer has already done the basic cultivation so we just wait for a favourable bit of weather and then crack on with it. A resident has also offered to fund the purchase of a bench seat and permission has been obtained from the farmer for this to be placed in proximity to the planting area.
Maintenance of Badsworth Way footpath is ongoing – the metal gates at either end of the path have recently been repainted and arrangements are in hand for Wakefield Public Rights of Way team to spray any overgrowing vegetation in the next few weeks together with a commitment from Street scene to clear up leaf debris from the section of path running past the side of the School.
It’s good to heat that Scarecrow week will be going ahead during June and it is hoped that residents will get involved again and continue to make it a much love event within the village. 
A Badsworth Calendar will again be produced and be for sale later in the year. The photographs will be chosen from those supplied by residents which have been taken in and around Badsworth.
From a Parish Council perspective, now that we have a Priest in Charge, we hope to resume discussions with the Diocese as to what agreement can be reached to help address the parking issue within the village. This is a hugely complex issue that has many different strands and if an initiative moves forward, we will need to work in partnership with many different organisations and agencies as well as having extensive discussion and consultation with Badsworth residents.
On the matter of partnership working, you will all be aware that Parish Council has recently engaged with Wakefield Council regarding speeding and parking issues. I am encouraged that a dialogue has started but it is clear that our view on these matters is a little at odds with Wakefield’s current position, so in that respect we have a long way to go and more work needs to be done.
So that’s the end of my report. Thank you for listening and apologies if I have missed anything out. 

3. Ward Councillors annual report

All three ward councillors sent their apologies for this meeting and so no reports are available.

4. Public Question Time

A discussion took place regarding the debris along Badsworth Way when the hedge is cut; the hawthorn debris gets into the wheels of pushchairs and soles of shoes.  It was noted that the weed growth on the side of the path will be sprayed in May and it was agreed that the path needs to be made safe. The Chairman will speak to Public Rights of Way, Wakefield Council who are responsible for this section of path to see what can be done. 

Debris on New Road out of the village is an issue with leaves and chippings from patch road repairs. Wakefield Council will be asked if they have a road sweeper that could clear the debris.

A resident thanked Cllr Huskisson for her work painting the gates on Badsworth Way.

A resident asked about ownership of the land behind the Reading room, the Chairman advised that the land is partly owned by the Parochial Church Council (PCC) and Fitzwilliam Trust (which is now administered by Diocese).  It was felt that this would make a good allotment site/community garden. The Chairman advised that the Council is in discussion with the PCC/Diocese relating to out of village parking and will raise the suggestion of a community garden on the land behind the Reading Room.

Dog waste around the village was highlighted as an on-going problem with dog waste in bags often left on the pavements. The parish council regularly includes articles on this in the newsletter. Cllr Graham stated that she had a few spare signs that were designed by school children a while ago. It was agreed these could be used in the hot spots around the village.

A resident said that he would like to promote the scarecrow displays around the village from 16 – 23 June and asked those present to pass this on to friends and neighbours in the village.  An article will be included in the newsletter to encourage everyone to take part, but note that there will be no competition this year.

There being no further questions, the chairman thanked everyone for attending and closed the meeting.
Meeting closed 7.45pm
